NEW REALISMS

If Hemingway had learned about style and cadence from
Gertrude Stein, he had none of her obscurity and he used none
of her materials. If he had for a time studied Sherwood Ander-
son, Hemingway went quickly beyond him in precision and
form. These naked stories in naked language were something
new in English, and they were distinctly Hemingway's.

As if to signalize his independence he wrote The Torrents
of Spring (1926), an unhappy parody of Anderson and various
American contemporaries. The Sun Also Rises, published the
same year, was better proof of Hemingway's talent. For his
motto he took a remark of Gertrude Stein about post-war
youth: "You are all a lost generation." His characters are a
group of disillusioned, dissolute Americans, with their English
friends, drifting about in Paris in a search for a felicity they
have never had. Most of them do not work for a living, none
of them has any genuine ambition. Accepting their status as
lost souls, they get some glory from it. It is romantic to be
damned. They drink continually, love promiscuously. Twc*-
thirds of the book are taken up with an expedition to Spain
to see bullfights at Pamplona. These bloody spectacles have so
much death in them that they touch fundamental nerves, and
so much art that they hold and fix the most wandering atten-
tion. The decadent visitors from Paris can feel fully alive while
they watch animals dying and men in danger of it. The
wounds in the ring are hardly more horrible than the things
the lost souls say to each other in their quarrels and loves.
Paris is their jungle. Hemingway reproduced the Paris of the
expatriates with exact detail and introduced characters so
much like well known figures that he seemed to be writing
directly from the life. He had a terse, cold magic in his story-
telling that made Scott Fitzgerald seem flimsy in comparison,
Dos Passos loose-gaited. Hemingway and his desperate uni-
verse came suddenly into fashion. The Sun Also Rises, its title
taken from Ecclesiastes, was the decade's way of saying that
all is vanity.
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